Patriarchy:

The Bible from Cover to Cover

The most powerful experience a Christian can have is to read through the Bible from cover to cover two or three times in a short period of time. This, at any rate, was the most transforming experience in my life. Years ago I read through the Bible three times in a 12 month span, paying special attention to what the Bible said about the State and its relationship to the Family.

I started with a clean Bible – no underlining. The first time through I underlined everything that had to do with the State in one color, and everything that had to do with the Family in another color. I think this first time through many seeds were subconsciously planted in my mind.

The second time through brought these seeds up above the soil. I found myself thinking, “I’ve seen that before; I wonder what it means.”

The third time’s the charm, as they say. Many things came together. I saw patterns. I saw the meaning of many oft-repeated phrases that had no meaning before I started. The Bible became a new book.

It takes only 70 hours to read through the Bible at “pulpit rate,” the rate you would read it if you were reading it aloud.

If I had a captive audience for 3 months, and could force them to pay attention for one hour a day as I read the Bible and they followed along, and I stopped occasionally and said, “Make a note of this,” or “Remember this, you’ll see it again,” and especially if I could alert them to what Jesus said and did, and how the story ends, I believe I could watch their lives change.

Surely every Mentor’s experience at Future Men should include such a life-transforming process.

One of the key ingredients of such transformation is to read the Bible not as a “religious” or “devotional” book, but seeing the Bible as a textbook of law, economics, political science, family relations, foreign policy, and every other area of human action which is today dominated by the State. The Bible is not a fluffy “devotional” book. It is “General Orders” from the Commander-in-Chief. See:

http://members.aol.com/patriarchy/definitions/textbook.htm
In fact, the Bible should not even be considered a “religious” book. Although the temple sacrifices might be considered a “religion,” these were all abolished. The Bible has nothing good to say about any “religion.” “Religion” tends to be something other than life itself. “Religion” happens on Sunday, but the family is ignored, the business is fraudulent, and the government confiscates billions of dollars of wealth as it keeps the Bible out of the schools the other six days of the week. This kind of “religion” is the most dangerous view of life imaginable. It is a thoroughly unbiblical view of the Bible. People who think they’re assured a place in heaven are “at risk” if they hold to this kind of “religion.”

The Bible must be seen as a textbook for all of life.

In this context, a reading and re-reading of the Bible from cover to cover will be the most rewarding experience a Future Men intern can walk away with.

After reading through the Bible three times, I went through and collected my underlinings and organized them into “95 Theses Against the State,” a take-off of the work by Martin Luther that started the Protestant Reformation.

Nailing theses to a door was the accepted manner of inaugurating academic debate on a subject.

These theses can be covered in a three-month period. Their purpose is to inaugurate debate, but also to make the Bible a new book.

The 20th century was a century of unparalleled violence. Secular governments murdered an average of 10,000 people per day, every day during the century (not including abortions). Billions of people were systematically denied the Gospel. This must change.

The change begins when Christians see the Bible as an inerrant policy manual for every area of life.

Then the Bible’s verdict against institutionalized violence (“the State”) must be adopted as the foundation of human society. Instead of shirking our responsibilities by passively delegating them to the State, and instead of using the violent, coercive, and confiscatory methods of the State for our short-term benefit, we must adopt the methods of Christ, who came not as an “archist” (Mark 10:42-45) but as a servant, and commanded us to follow in His steps.

