I believe in total predestination, and do not believe in “free-will.”

By “total predestination” I mean the movement of every molecule in the universe was predestined by God. Since our thoughts are actually electrical impulses traversing the synapses in our brains, and these electrical impulses are merely electrons, I believe our thoughts were predestined by God.

There are two different definitions of “free will”:

1. reason

2. God is not God

I believe human beings are created in the Image of God. That means that unlike rocks or cockroaches, we can reason. We can observe data, think about it, pray about it, reflect on our duty, and choose to obey the Lord. Some people say a rock does not have “free will” but a human being does, because a human can do all these things. But that has nothing to do with “free will” in the sense of Definition #2; it [just] means we are created in the Image of God.

The second definition of “free will” means “not predestined by God.” This is a Biblical impossibility.

Imagine that you have not yet been born. You would agree, I trust, that God created you. Just before God created you, did God know exactly how you would act on any given day of your life? Is there anything you ever did in your entire life that surprised God; that God did not know you would do before you did it?
We're created in the Image of God, so we have the ability to "reason," to understand what God commands and to make a choice to obey or disobey. The ability to reason and make conscious, reflective choices is what many people mean by "free will." Animals don't have this kind of freewill, but that's because they are not created in the Image of God.

Other people, however, believe that "free will" means that God has not predestined everything. But He has, and this does not in any way logically contradict the fact that we are created in the Image of God, can understand God's commandments and make a choice to obey or disobey.

The idea that an omniscient all-powerful God did not predestine everything is a logical contradiction, because it means God does not have foreknowledge, and doesn't know the end from the beginning (Isa. 46:10), and makes predictive prophecy an impossibility.

If God does have foreknowledge, but didn't want one of His creatures to do what He knew would be done, then He was forced to create that creature even though He didn't want to.

We have to keep in mind the different ways the word "want" can be used. Did God "want" Judas to betray Christ? Not in the sense that God commanded Judas to do so. We can say that God did not "want" Judas to betray Christ in that God forbad Judas from doing that. But in order to save the world, God "wanted" Judas to betray Christ, and that's why God created Him. (Acts 2:23; 3:18; 4:27-28; Gen 50:20 But Judas suffered the consequences of his act, which he knew was wrong, and so serious a sin was this, that "it would have been better if he had never been born (Luke 22:22 + Mark 14:21). Was Judas born by his own free will? So the "best" choice was not Judas'.

If God did not want a being like Judas created, who would do what Judas did, then someone else has more say-so than God, because Judas was in fact created.

Just before God created you, did God know that you would sin? Not “in general,” but specifically, did God know exactly how you would sin on any given day of your life? Did God “want” you to sin? No, He prohibits sin. Yes, He created you and predestined your whole life, and the sins you committed were the platform God created to display the grace and goodness of God.
