I am a Christian.

I believe Jesus Christ rose from the dead.

An atheist can also believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead; an atheist can believe that while resurrections don’t usually occur, something very abnormal happened in the case of Jesus. An “X-File,” if you will.

Would such an atheist be a Christian too?

No. The difference between an atheist and a Christian is not a dispute over “the facts.” The dispute is over the meaning of the facts.
Atheists believe that no fact in this universe is created by God; no fact plays a part in any cosmic drama directed by God. The resurrection of Jesus, assuming it to be a fact, has no significance for an atheist living 2,000 years later. It’s just “one of those things.”

This means I can’t defend my belief as a Christian by an appeal to “history” or to bare “facts.” Christianity denies the existence of “brute facts.” All facts are God-created facts, and God controls all facts for His own glory. And I don’t believe in just any “god,” I believe in the God of the Bible.

What I believe about the Bible depends on what I believe about God. And what I know about God I learn from the Bible. If this sounds like a “vicious circle,” it is (in a sense), but it’s a circle that spirals upward. The atheist is in a vicious circle that spirals downward. The Bible leads to a universe of beauty, love, and meaning; the atheistic circle leads to a cold, impersonal, meaningless universe of random chance, “sound and fury signifying nothing.”

I believe the words of the Bible were breathed out by God. In the Providence of God I was born into a Christian home where I was taught from the day I was born (and maybe before) that the Bible is the word of God. The Apostle Paul told Timothy:

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3:14-17   

It is from the Bible that I learn most clearly about God. Here is what the Bible says about God, and what that means for me:

All who proclaim that Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God. We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in him. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we are like Christ here in this world.
1 John 4:15-17  

In 1647 some of the greatest Christian theologians in Europe gathered in London to draft a statement of Christian theology, and a catechism to teach it. 

Question 7: What is God?
Answer: God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection; all-sufficient, eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, everywhere present, almighty, knowing all things, most wise, most holy, most just, most merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.

This all-powerful God created the Bible by creating human beings exactly the way He wanted them, so He could speak His words to the world through them. To say that the writers of the Bible were “inspired” doesn’t mean they were clairvoyant, experienced a state of heightened emotions, a good frame of mind, or a buoyant mood. It means they were the mouthpieces of God. God breathed out words through them. Luke the physician and Matthew the tax-collector both wrote gospels about Jesus. Each gospel reflects the personality of its author, but behind the human authors is the all-controlling God who created the human authors, knows the number of hairs on their heads, and spoke through them. The relationship between human “freedom” and God’s power is a profound one, deserving of much more study and discussion than we can give it here. All I want to say here is that God’s power uses human personality to communicate absolute truth.

That’s why I can know something about God with absolute confidence. 

I believe the Bible teaches that human beings are created in the Image of God. That means we are like God in all the ways finite creatures can be like an infinite God.

Question 17: How did God create man? 
Answer: After God had made all other creatures, He created man male and female; formed the body of the man of the dust of the ground, and the woman of the rib of the man, endued them with living, reasonable, and immortal souls; made them after His own Image, in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness; having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfill it, and dominion over the creatures; yet subject to fall.

· If I am the product of blind chance and impersonal forces, I’m really no different from a cockroach. Both religion and reason are illusions. But in fact I have the power of reason because I’m created in the image of God. 

· If the universe is an accident of chance, there are no laws, no unchanging absolutes; nothing is unchanging, or righteous, because everything is evolving. All is flux, even the laws by which we measure holiness or goodness. Maybe it’s evil for me to murder you today, but tomorrow that might change. But in fact, I have knowledge, righteousness, and holiness because God is an eternal, unchanging, righteous and holy God.

But I’m not eternal and all-powerful. I don’t believe in “free will” the way most people think of it. Imagine a universe where there is no God. Perhaps it would be a “multiverse,” no law, no order, no love, no beauty, just random chance. Just chaos. But suppose some matter came together in an object we might call a “rock.” Does the rock have “free will?” Not at all. Man too (under this theory) is just a conglomeration of chemicals that randomly came together in a meaningless, impersonal universe.

Now imagine a universe created by God. Do I have “free will” in this universe? Well, I didn’t use my “free will” to be created. God didn’t even ask my permission to create me. I didn’t choose when and where I would be created. I didn’t choose my parents, my skin color, my height––I can’t think of any sense in which I have “free will.” I have reason, knowledge of God’s Law, and a duty to obey God, but that’s because I’m a creature of a loving, personal God, created in His image. I can observe, analyze, think, pray, and “exercise dominion over the earth.” That’s because I’m created in God’s Image. But nothing I can do will surprise God, because God knew everything I would do even before I was born. That’s because every molecule in the universe was created by God just the way God wants it. In the end, all beings created in the image of God will understand God’s purposes, and give glory to Him.

God has purposes, and His purposes outweigh mine. Think of life as a movie or play. God is the Director. We are both the actors and the audience. When God brings His drama to a conclusion, we will applaud and award Him an Oscar. Even “the bad guys” in the drama will admit it turned out just right:
At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:10

The Director has cast people as “protagonists,” and “antagonists”––“the good guys” and “the bad guys.” Many people are offended at the idea that God predestines some people to be “the bad guys.” Of course, the bad guys don’t even believe in God, so the people who are offended are those who think of themselves as “good guys.” In some cases these wanna-be good guys want to believe that they are good guys because of their own excellent decision to become good guys by using their “free will” to become Christians. Could it be that some of these were cast in a role of thinking they are good guys, only to discover at the end of the drama that the Director has cast them in the role of opposing the Director? On the other hand, some who thought they had been cast in the role of a bad guy will give thanks and praise to God when they discover themselves among the rank of “the elect.”

My “free will” did not determine when I would be born, my “free will” will not ultimately determine when I die, and my “free will” will not determine if I am to be “born again.” 

Since I believe the Bible, I’ve been cast as “a good guy.” I’m not a Christian because I’m extra-smart, or extra-good. I’m a Christian because I was “born again.” In John 3, a man came to Jesus looking for the Kingdom of God:

    After dark one evening, a Jewish religious leader named Nicodemus, a Pharisee, came to speak with Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are proof enough that God is with you.” 

    Jesus replied, “I assure you, unless you are born again, you can never see the Kingdom of God.” 

    “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?” 

    Jesus replied, “The truth is, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives new life from heaven. So don’t be surprised at My statement that you must be born again. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”

I can’t explain exactly why or how I became a Christian, but I do know it wasn’t the “free will” of any human being. I owe my life and my salvation to the God of love, and that tells me how I must live:

Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for

      “All flesh is like grass
         and all its glory like the flower of grass.
      The grass withers,
         and the flower falls, 
      but the Word of the Lord remains forever.”

And this is the Word which by the gospel was preached to you.

I believe what Jesus said:

“You did not choose me, but I chose you.”      John 15:16

So, to sum up thus far, I believe in a God that is more powerful than I am. I believe the Potter is free, not the clay.

“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.”
Jeremiah 18:6

Who are you, a mere human being, to criticize God? Should the thing that was created say to the One who made it, “Why have You made me like this?” When a Potter makes jars out of clay, doesn’t He have a right to use the same lump of clay to make one jar for decoration and another to throw garbage into? God has every right to exercise His judgment and His power, but He also has the right to be very patient with those who are the objects of His judgment and are fit only for destruction. He also has the right to pour out the riches of His glory upon those He prepared to be the objects of His mercy-- even upon us, whom He selected, both from the Jews and from the Gentiles.
Romans 9:20-24

In the Garden of Eden, Adam said he wanted to exercise his “free will.” He wanted to “be as god” (Genesis 3:5) determining for himself what constitutes “good” and “evil.” God said man would die if he tried to exercise his “free will,” but Satan said man would not die. Adam decided to become the ultimate judge of all things. He would decide for himself whether he would believe God or whether he would agree with Satan. At that point, it didn’t matter which way Adam decided. He had already decided against God even before he decided whether he would eat the forbidden fruit or not. Adam decided he would be the judge. Instead of passing God’s judgment on down to Satan, Adam wanted to pass judgment for himself, with both God and Satan coming before his bench. He chose autonomy over Theonomy. “Autonomy” comes from two Greek words meaning “self” and “law.” Adam demanded that his will be free to make all laws and be his own governor, rather than let God be the lawmaker. Jesus said, “Thy will be done.” Adam said, “MY will be done.”

We are all born as descendants of Adam, and we all have this desire to be the final judge. We are born believing in “free will.”

Adam was like the captain of a football team. The Coach said that if Adam disobeyed the Coach, it was “game over.” All the members of Adam’s team suffered the curse of “game over” when Adam the captain rebelled against God.

The Bible says Jesus Christ is “the last Adam.” Jesus came to pick out a new team, and restore them to the fellowship the first Adam had with God in the Garden. The Last Adam suffered the penalty that the first Adam’s whole team deserved.

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
Hebrews 2:9-11   

Is Jesus the Captain of your salvation?
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